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Where do we stand today? As we look forward to the future of our
community, the Fire District has begun the process of expansion to the eastern portions of our District. With a new station slated for completion in the
last quarter of 2017, it is necessary to address our fire apparatus fleet and
resource deployment. In doing so, we have determined that the community
will best be served by the purchase of an additional ladder truck to enhance
our emergency response and our Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating. Upon
review of the data indicating the need for such an apparatus, the Board
voted unanimously to support the purchase of a 107-foot aerial device. Additionally, we continue to
seek methods to enhance public safety and emergency services in the area of Little Hickory Island
and the adjacent waterways. These projects will increase our ability to keep our citizens and visitors safe, enhancing the
community’s quality of life.
What is the significance of the ISO rating? The Insurance Services Office is an organization that provides statistical
information on risk for most insurance companies. Deputy Chief Frank Giuliano notes that an improvement in the District’s
ISO rating can lower local insurance premiums. Typically, residents of a taxing district see a savings associated with a lower
ISO rating, while business see a savings even larger. ISO assigns a
rating from 10-1, with 1 being the best; at this time, the Bonita
Springs Fire Control & Rescue District has a rating of 3. Along with
other improvements, the ISO has recommended that the District
have two ladder companies. Deputy Chief Giuliano is confident that
the District’s rating will be improved to a 2 after its next evaluation.

TEN YEARS OF SERVICE
Chief Daigle described the group of eleven firefighters who reached ten years of service in the month of February
(“new guys” as he jokingly referred to them): “It is a significant amount of service they have given to the community. In this
time, they have gained valuable experience, and a couple have recently earned promotions to Lieutenant. The District thanks
these firefighters for their hard work and dedication these past ten years.”
At the February Board meeting, eleven firefighters
were honored for reaching ten years of service
with the BSFCRD. Fire Chief Joseph Daigle congratulated and thanked the honorees, presenting each
of them with a ten-year service pin. At the time of
the presentation, there were a few on-duty
firefighters who had left the meeting to respond
to a call. Upon their return, the Chief was able to
present them with their pins as well and they all
happily obliged to a photo.
Not pictured, but also honored for ten years of
service with the BSFCRD: Firefighter Jared Carey,
Firefighter Steve Edelsberg, and Firefighter Alex
Wright.

From left to right: Lieutenant Tom Harrison, Firefighter Adam Nolin,
Firefighter Mike Bucher, Firefighter Dan Jones, Lieutenant Andy Chicas,
Firefighter Rob Schmidt, Firefighter Andy Riggenbach, and Firefighter Tony
Valentino.

2015 Annual Report
View information on call volume by year, monthly response profiles, station
response profiles, and property value saved and lost. See the year’s training
overview and highlights, fire prevention overview and income, and community
education and outreach.
The 2015 Annual Report will be available on the District’s website,
www.bonitafire.org, at the end of February.

BSFD IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
The Bonita Springs firefighters hit the streets for the annual “Fill-the-Boot Drive” starting February 27, and every
other Saturday through March 26. 100% of funds collected are donated to the Muscular Dystrophy Association
(MDA) to help find a cure for this debilitating muscular disease. The District and Local 3444 is happy to announce that
2015 was the most successful boot drive to date, raising $27,000 for the cause! This year, BSFCRD firefighters will be
challenged again with a goal of $30,000!

FIREFIGHTER FOR THE DAY

inspiring

Teamwork
in today’s youth

In early January, a local high school varsity boys’ basketball team visited BSFCRD for one of its “Firefighter for the Day”
events. This event had the young men involved in an interactive CPR demonstration, a vehicle extrication, a car fire
and ladder rides. The theme for their ‘field trip’ was TEAMWORK, and the Bonita Springs Fire District proved to be the
perfect location to host exercises that necessitated teamwork, as well as provide a fun-filled and educational morning.
The event was auctioned off as a certificate, donated by the District, at the Annual Gala for the Foundation for the
Developmentally Disabled.

3rd Annual Easter Open House
WHEN: Saturday, March 19th at 10AM
WHERE: Station Four located at 27701 Bonita Grande Drive
BSFD partners with Oak River Church to provide tons of activities for the kids!
Kids will meet firefighters, explore the fire trucks, and watch a firefighter-ingear demonstration. The Easter bunny will be in attendance and, of course,
there will be Easter egg hunts! Other activities include free face painting and
cookie decorating, and many more crafts and games!
This year at the Open House, Oak River Church will be collecting donations for
the family of Shirley Corrigan, who passed away in a house fire in the shared
home of a four-generation family. Her family is now trying to cope with her
loss, as well as the family dog’s, and get back on their feet as their home was a
total loss. Oak River Church is a 501(c)(3) organization.
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